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[RU] Rules on labelling “foreign media agents” enforced
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On 23 September 2020, Roskomnadzor, the Russian governmental supervisory
authority in media and communications (see IRIS 2012-8/36), issued a decree that
approved the standard text and procedure for publishing the imprint of a
registered media outlet founded with the participation of a Russian legal entity
that performs the functions of a “foreign agent” (see IRIS 2020-1:1/6). This was a
requirement of Article 27 of the Statute of the Russian Federation “On the Mass
Media” (O cpeacTBax maccoBovi nHgpopmMaumm), as amended on 2 December 2019.
The decree was duly registered by the Ministry of Justice on 19 October 2020
(N60449) and entered into force on 30 October 2020.

The standard imprint says: “The following story (material) is produced and/or
distributed by the foreign mass media outlet that performs the functions of a
foreign agent, and/or by the Russian legal entity that performs the functions of a
foreign agent.”

The decree prescribes that the imprint with the standard statement on the
“foreign agent” origin of a media story or material should be in audio form in the
audiovisual media, last no less than 15 seconds at a normal speed, be at the
same volume as the audiovisual material itself, and have no background noise or
music.

In the online media, it should be in text form. The size of the font used for the
imprint should be twice the size of the font used for the story (material) itself and
the imprint should immediately follow the headline of the story, or - if there is no
headline - should be placed before the story. Such a warning should precede each
and every story by the media outlet that performs the functions of a “foreign
agent”.

NMpukaz ®epgepanbHon cayxbbl no Hag3opy B cgepe cBA3M,
UHGOPMaLUOHHbIX TEXHOJIOrMA U MacCoBbIX KOMMYHuKauun ot 23.09.2020
r. Ne 124 "O6 ytBep>xpeHun ¢popMbl yKazaHHUA Ha To, YTO coobuieHus m
MaTepuanbl MHOCTPaHHOro cpeAacrTBa MaccoBoM uMHpopMauunm,
BbIMOJIHAIOLWEro (yHKUNM HUHOCTPaAHHOro areHta, U (nMam) pPoCCHACKOro
ropuanYecKoro sumua, BbIMOJIHAKOLWEro (pyHKUUM MHOCTPaHHOro areHTa,
pacnpocTpaHsaeMble Ha Tepputopun Poccmuckon denpepaummn, cosnaHbl U
(nnm) pacnpocTpaHeHbl yKa3aHHbIMM JiMUaMM, a TakXe TpeboBaHun wun
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nopsaagka pasMeLleHUss TaKoro ykasaHma"

https://rg.ru/2020/10/20/roskomnadzor-prikaz124-site-dok.html

Order of the Federal Service for Supervision in the Sphere of Communications,
Information Technologies and Mass Communications of September 23, 2020 No.
124 "On approval of the form indicating that messages and materials of a foreign
mass media performing the functions of a foreign agent, and (or) a Russian legal
entity performing the functions of a foreign agent, distributed on the territory of
the Russian Federation, created and (or) distributed by the specified persons, as
well as the requirements and procedure for placing such instructions "”.
Rossiyskaya gazeta

© European Audiovisual Observatory (Council of Europe) 2025

Page 2


https://rg.ru/2020/10/20/roskomnadzor-prikaz124-site-dok.html

& IRIS Merlin

© European Audiovisual Observatory (Council of Europe) 2025

Page 3



