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On Tuesday the 16th of September the European Parliament urged the
governments of the Member States as well as the advertising industry to take a
strong and decisive position against advertisements presenting offensive or
degrading stereotypes of women.

The European Parliament expressed the necessity that the Member States should
take all the steps needed in order to prevent any form of pornography in the
media and in the advertising. In the opinion of the European deputies both
pornography and other forms of degrading portrayals of women can contribute to
violence against women and to the enduring lack of equal opportunities.

The European Commission should, in the view of the Parliament, play an active
role in stimulating the advertising industry to lay down a voluntary code of
practice containing higher standards on the matter.

Resolution of European Parliament on discrimination against women in
advertising, Minutes of the sitting of 16 September 1997

http://eur-
lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:51997IP0258:EN:HTML
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