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[GR] New tender for digital television to be published
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National Council for Radio and Television

New developments on the licensing procedure for free-to-air, nationwide, DTT are
to be mentioned, after the abrogation of the former tender due to a decision of
the Council of State (see IRIS 2017-3/19).

In June 2017, the Parliament voted a provision requiring all providers of national
coverage to broadcast their programmes using high definition and standard
definition formats at the same time until 31 December 2021. In a report
submitted to the Parliament, this decision is justified by findings that "a significant
number of television sets are old-fashioned and do not receive a high-definition
signal".

Subsequently, on 6 July 2017, the National Council for Radio and Television (ESR)
announced its binding opinion to grant seven nationwide, free-to-air licenses
covering general informative content. In its decision, ESR emphasised the need to
"grant in the near future licenses for non-informative or thematic programmes" in
order to take advantage of the total capacity of the spectrum dedicated to
nationwide providers (that is, 12 licenses: three programmes on each of the four
multiplexers). According to ESR’s decision, the fact that one of the four
multiplexers is currently leased to the public broadcaster ERT was taken into
account, while recalling that "despite the fact that over the next decade (...)
European countries should allocate some of the spectrum to telecoms companies,
spectrum exploitation capabilities are expected to increase due to the use of new
compression and transmission technologies”.

A few days later, on 28 July, ESR published its binding opinion on the starting
auction price. Taking account of “the well-known conditions of the television
market” and an increasing trend in advertising costs, as well as the fact that
during the last (cancelled) tender the four licenses had been allocated for EUR
246 million (see IRIS 2016-9/20), the regulatory authority determined that the
auction procedure should begin at the amount of EUR 35 million.

The Minister of Digital Policy, Nikos Pappas, has published two relevant decisions
adopting ESR’s position. The decision on the auction price provoked reactions
amongst private channels, claiming the lack of a documented study that could
justify the fact that the starting price is 10 times higher than that of the cancelled
tender. The invitation to tender for the granting of seven licenses is to be
published by ESR in the next few weeks.
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ApBpo 83 (Nouoc 4478/2017) OXETIKA ME TOV TPOMO METAB00NGC TWV
nmapoxwv eOvIKNG suPBéAcLac

https://www.forin.gr/laws/law/3585/nomos-4478-2017

Act 4478/2017, Art. 83 on mode of transmission of nationwide providers

Zopowvn yvwun EZP yia tov apibuoé dnuonpatolueVwWY adsiwv eOVIKAGC
EUPBEAELAG YEVIKOD mepLleExYouévov, 6 lovAiov 2017

http://www.esr.gr/arxeion-xml/pages/esr/esrSite/file-get?arx-files-
disposition=attachment&amp;arx-files-entry-
id=32fe26d73a331e8383571826e98263e5

ESR’s binding opinion on number of licenses of nationwide providers, 6 July 2017

Ymovpytkn Antégaon 1830/2017 «KaBoplouoc aplOuod 6NUOmTPaTOOUEVWY
adslwv MAPOYWV TMEPLEXOUEVOL EMiyela¢ WnNLAKAG TNAEOMTIKAG
EVPUEKTIOUTING EAEVOEPNGC ANWNG &EOVIKAGC EUPBEAEIAGC EVNUEPWTIKOD
MPOYPALUATOG YEVIKOD TIEPLEXOUEVOV >

https://www.e-nomothesia.gr/inner.php/enemerose-tupos-radiophono-
teleorase/upourgike-apophase-1830-2017-fek-2337b-10-7-2017.html

Ministerial Decision 1830/2017, “Determination of number of number of licenses
of nationwide providers”usg=AFQJCNHGsbWzMealQhOgVjlUXfe700pS8w

Zopowvn yvwun EZP yia TNV TIMA &EKKivnone Twv vmoé édnuompdrnon
abelwv eOVIKAGC euPBEAELAC YEVIKOD mepLexOévon, 28 lovAiov 2017

http://www.esr.gr/arxeion-xml/pages/esr/esrSite/file-get?arx-files-
disposition=attachment&amp;arx-files-entry-
id=32fe26d73a331e8383571826e98263e5

ESR’s binding opinion on auction’s starting price of licenses of nationwide
providers, 28 July 2017

Koivn YmovpyikA Anégaon 2178/2017 «KaBoplouoc TIMAG EKKivnong yia
KaBsuia amé TIc enta (7) O6nuomMPATOVUEVEG Abelec mMapoOxYwv
MEPLEXOUEVOD EMIYELAC WYNQILAKAG TNAEOMTIKAG EVPUEKTIOUTING EAEDOEPNC
AQwnc €OVIKNG EUPEAEIAGC EVNUEPWTIKOD TPOYPAUUATOC YEVIKOD
MEPLEXOUEVOU»
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http://www.nomotelia.gr/photos/File/2684b-17-2178.pdf

Co-ministerial Decision 2178/2017, “Determination of auction’s starting price of
licenses of nationwide providers”

© European Audiovisual Observatory (Council of Europe) 2025

Page 3


http://www.nomotelia.gr/photos/File/2684b-17-2178.pdf

& IRIS Merlin

© European Audiovisual Observatory (Council of Europe) 2025

Page 4



