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On 13 April 2016, the Committee of Ministers adopted a Recommendation to its
47 member states encouraging them to periodically prepare national reports
evaluating their level of respect for human rights with regard to the Internet, and
to share their findings with the Council of Europe.

The recommendation aims to help member states to create an enabling
environment for Internet freedom and to promote increased compliance with their
obligation to respect, protect, and promote human rights on the Internet.

The recommendation contains a list of indicators that can be used for measuring
the level of compliance with existing human rights standards. These indicators
cover various aspects of freedom of expression and access to information, media
freedom, freedom of assembly and association, the right to privacy and personal
data protection and the right to an effective remedy.

Concerning surveillance measures by states, for example, the recommendation
lists a number of necessary legal safeguards for human rights and fundamental
freedoms which relate to the scope of discretion conferred on state authorities
carrying out surveillance measures, time limitations, processing of personal data
and supervision by an independent oversight body.

Governments are invited to carry out these evaluations of Internet freedom with
the participation of the private sector, civil society, academia and the technical
community.

Recommendation CM/Rec(2016)5 of the Committee of Ministers to member States
on Internet freedom (Adopted by the Committee of Ministers on 13 April 2016 at
the 1253rd meeting of the Ministers’ Deputies)

https://search.coe.int/cm/Pages/result_details.aspx?ObjectId=09000016806415fa
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