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[US] Owner of a “revenge porn” website sentenced to
18 years in prison
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The San Diego Attorney General announced, on 4 April 2015, that the owner of a
now-offline "revenge porn" website based in California was sentenced to 18 years
in prison, after being charged with 31 felony counts, including conspiracy, identity
theft and extortion. The owner was convicted of six counts of extortion and 21
counts of identity theft for developing a website that allowed people to post
explicit images of people without their permission, allowed users to post personal
information of the people in the pictures without their consent and solicited
payments in $250 to $350 increments from people who wanted to have the
photographs deleted. Over the course of its operations, the site had 10170 photos
and generated nearly $30000 of revenue from payments for removal of the
pictures.

The California Attorney General lauded the decision and expressed their
continued commitment to investigate and prosecute people who commit these
types of acts. The defendant’'s attorney admitted that he made moral
transgressions, but maintained their belief, that he was not legally responsible for
the pictures, these being submitted by others.

Superior Court of the State of California for the County of San Diego, 10
December 2013

http://oag.ca.gov/system/files/attachments/press releases/Arrest%20warrant 0.pdf

Attorney General Kamala D. Harris Announces 18 Year Prison Sentence
for Cyber-Exploitation Website Operator

https://oag.ca.gov/news/press-releases/attorney-general-kamala-d-harris-
announces-18-year-prison-sentence-cyber
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