
[DE] Reduction of Aid to German Federal Film Fund
IRIS 2015-2:1/13

Katrin Welker
Institute of European Media Law (EMR), Saarbrücken/Brussels

On 13 November 2014, the Budgetary Committee of the German Bundestag
(lower house of parliament) voted, in accordance with the Federal Finance
Ministry’s 2015 finance report (see table 18 in the report), to reduce the level of
aid to the Deutscher Filmförderfonds (German Federal Film Fund - DFFF) from EUR
60 million to EUR 50 million.

As a result, the original plans to make even greater cuts in 2015 and close the
fund completely from 2017 were abandoned and the long-term future of the DFFF
was secured.

The fund is used to support German film projects by reimbursing up to 20% of
production costs spent in Germany, provided the project meets certain criteria.

According to a recent study conducted in September 2014 on the economic
effects of film production in Germany, the DFFF is the most important source of
funding for the film industry. According to media reports, since the DFFF was
created in 2007, the average market share of German films has risen from 16% to
23%, which has resulted in follow-up investments of approximately EUR 2.5
billion.

Finanzbericht des Bundesministeriums für Finanzen für das Jahr 2015

http://www.bundesfinanzministerium.de/Content/DE/Standardartikel/Themen/Oeffen
tliche_Finanzen/Wirtschafts_und_Finanzdaten/Finanzbericht-2015-
anl.pdf?__blob=publicationFile&amp;v=2

2015 finance report of the Federal Finance Ministry

Studie zu den volkswirtschaftlichen Effekten der Kinofilmproduktion in
Deutschland

http://www.deutsche-
filmakademie.de/fileadmin/downloads/pdf/Roland_Berger_Kinofilmproduktion_in_De
utschland_20141016.pdf

Study on the economic effects of film production in Germany
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