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On 21 July 2014 President Putin of the Russian Federation signed into law a
federal statute that amends in particular the Federal Statute “On Personal Data”
(see IRIS 2006-10/29).

The focus of the changes lies in the demand that all service providers of the
Internet are responsible to collect, process, and store personal data of the citizens
of the Russian Federation in databases which are located on the territory of
Russia. This rule which apparently would first and foremost affect foreign social
networks, mail services, and services to book hotel rooms and plane tickets, has a
few exceptions, such as when such processing is performed in accordance with
international treaties, in the interests of the judiciary or governmental bodies of
the Russian Federation, or for journalistic purposes.

The statute requires that Roskomnadzor, the governmental agency for the media
and communications (see IRIS 2012-8/36), monitors if the location of processing
personal data of the Russians falls under national jurisdiction. A violation of this
rule becomes yet another instance when Roskomnadzor shall block access to
online resources.

The amendments enter into force on 1 September 2016.

О внесении изменений в отдельные законодательные акты
Российской Федерации в части уточнения порядка обработки
персональных данных в информационно-телекоммуникационных
сетях

http://www.rg.ru/2014/07/23/persdannye-dok.html

Federal Statute of 21 July 2014 N 242-FZ “On amendments to particular legal acts
of the Russian Federation related to the specifics of the order of processing
personal data in information-telecommunication networks”, Rossiyskaya gazeta
official daily, N 6435, 23 July 2014
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