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California has recently taken steps to extend its privacy protections. On 2 October
2013 Governor Jerry Brown signed legislation that criminalises so-called revenge
pornography, where individuals post intimate pictures online that had been
obtained with former consent solely for private use.

Under the old law, a victim could only obtain a remedy through a civil court
judgment, which could be costly and time-consuming. To address this issue, the
new law provides law enforcement with new tools to protect victims by making it
a misdemeanour to distribute an image with the intent to cause serious emotional
distress if the depicted person suffers serious emotional distress. The law, which
takes effect immediately, carries a penalty of up to six months in jail and a USD
1,000 fine.

In September 2013, California also adopted legislation that gives minors under
the age of eighteen "the right to be forgotten" by removing posts they have made
on Internet websites, online services, online applications, and mobile applications.
Under the new requirements, which must be implemented by 2015, service
providers are required to offer minors the ability to remove their own posts via an
online eraser button or other processes to obtain its removal. While the posts
must be removed from display, they are not required to be removed from the
service providers' servers.

Senate Bill No. 255 (Act to amend Section 647 of the Penal Code,
relating to crimes) of 1 October 2013

http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201320140SB255

Senate Bill 568 (Act to add Chapter 22.1 (Commencing with Section
22580) to Division 8 of the Business and Professions Code, relating to
the Internet) of 23 September 2013

http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201320140SB568
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