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The Parliament of the Czech Republic approved an amendment of the
Broadcasting Act concerning the increased volume of commercials compared to
the rest of television programming. For a long time, the Council for Radio and
Television Broadcasting (the Council) has received a wide range of complaints
from viewers dealing with increased commercial sound volumes during the
broadcasting of commercials.

According to the amended Broadcasting Act, it is the responsibility of the Council
to authoritatively intervene in any case of significant volume increases during
television advertising. Previously, the Council could not take any such action
against broadcasters, because the broadcasters were not obliged to maintain the
same volume level for all parts of their programming.

The new legislation is based on a comparison of sound intensities of the
transmission before and after advertising. Due to the practical application of the
provisions, particularly the technical aspects of measuring sound intensity, the
legislation authorises the Council to determine an implementing regulation for
further details.

A television broadcaster now has to ensure that the sound volume of advertising,
teleshopping and sponsorship does not increase when compared with
programmes before and after parts of the programme containing commercial
communications. This obligation applies to any audio-visual means of separating
advertising and teleshopping from other parts.

Zakon ze dne 26. Fijna 2012, kterym se mini zakon é. 231/2001 Sb., o
provozovani rozhlasového a televizniho vysilani a o zmini dalsich zakonu,
ve znini pozdijsich peedpisui,

http://www.sbirka.cz/POSLATYD/NOVE/12-406.htm

Act No. 406/2012 Sb. amending the Act 231/2001 Coll., on radio and television
broadcasting and to amend other Acts, as amended, 26 October 2012
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