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The list of public interest events that must be broadcast by national terrestrial
open access television channels was published on 22 March 2012 in the official
Portuguese news bulletin, Diario da Republica (22 Série, n® 59, Parte C).

Amongst the twelve topics that compose this list, seven specifically refer to
football (matches from different championships, namely the Portugal Cup and the
Europe League) and the other are related to other sport events: cycling (the
Portuguese tour on bicycle around the country, which is called Volta a Portugal
em bicicleta), hockey, handball and basketball both nationally and internationally
(as the participation of Portuguese teams in European or World Championships).
The opening and closing ceremonies of the Olympic Games of 2012, in London,
are also in the list of this legal communication (Despacho n2. 4214/2012).

The Television Act (Act 8/2011 of 11 April 2011) provides, in article 32, that the
government member responsible for the media sector holds the responsibility of
publishing annually the list of events that cannot be broadcast by non-national
restricted access channels. However, there is a delay registered since the Minister
of Parliamentary Affairs, Miguel Relvas, did not published the list until 31 October
2011, as it is legally established.

Following another legal requirement, the Portuguese media regulatory entity (ERC
- Entidade Reguladora para a Comunicacao Social) was heard on this matter
before the publication of the list.

Despacho n®°. 4214/2012 publicado no “Diario da Republica” - 22 Série,
n2 59, Parte C, 22 de Marco de 2012, pagina 10638

http://www.gmcs.pt/download.php?download=YTo00ntzOjg6IimlkX3Bhc3RhljtzOjM6l
JE3MCI7czoxMToiaWRfZmljaGVpcm8iO3M6MzoiNjYyljtzOjQ6Im5vbWUIO3M6MTQ6Ik
Rpcl9leGNsdXNpdm9zljtzOjg6ImV4dGVuc2FvljtzOjM6InBkZil7fQ==).

Official communication of the list of public interest events published in the Official
Portuguese Journal, 2nd Serie, no. 59, Part C, of 22 March 2012, page 10638
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http://www.gmcs.pt/download.php?download=YTo0OntzOjg6ImlkX3Bhc3RhIjtzOjM6IjE3MCI7czoxMToiaWRfZmljaGVpcm8iO3M6MzoiNjYyIjtzOjQ6Im5vbWUiO3M6MTQ6IkRpcl9leGNsdXNpdm9zIjtzOjg6ImV4dGVuc2FvIjtzOjM6InBkZiI7fQ==).
http://www.gmcs.pt/download.php?download=YTo0OntzOjg6ImlkX3Bhc3RhIjtzOjM6IjE3MCI7czoxMToiaWRfZmljaGVpcm8iO3M6MzoiNjYyIjtzOjQ6Im5vbWUiO3M6MTQ6IkRpcl9leGNsdXNpdm9zIjtzOjg6ImV4dGVuc2FvIjtzOjM6InBkZiI7fQ==).
http://www.gmcs.pt/download.php?download=YTo0OntzOjg6ImlkX3Bhc3RhIjtzOjM6IjE3MCI7czoxMToiaWRfZmljaGVpcm8iO3M6MzoiNjYyIjtzOjQ6Im5vbWUiO3M6MTQ6IkRpcl9leGNsdXNpdm9zIjtzOjg6ImV4dGVuc2FvIjtzOjM6InBkZiI7fQ==).

& IRIS Merlin

© European Audiovisual Observatory (Council of Europe) 2026

Page 2



