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On 19 July 2010, the Kommission fur Jugendmedienschutz (Commission for the
Protection of Young People in the Media - KJM) and satellite provider ASTRA
announced the conclusion of an agreement, under which ASTRA promised, on a
voluntary basis, not to sign any more contracts with foreign providers of free-to-
air erotic content for an indefinite period, and to phase out all existing contracts
by the end of 2011. Aware of its responsibility as a service provider to protect
young people, ASTRA also declared its willingness to refer proactively in line with
its cooperation with the KJM at various events.

This KJM initiative to improve youth protection was triggered by numerous
complaints about so-called "erotic freeze frame channels", on which foreign
providers, which are not subject to German laws, broadcast erotic or pornographic
content and services via satellite, usually in connection with a telephone hotline
that viewers pay to use in order to make contact.

The agreement, which covers a total of almost 40 channels that pose problems
from a youth protection point of view, is the result of a longstanding dialogue
between the KJM and the satellite operator and should, in future, prevent foreign
providers from circumventing German youth protection laws.

Pressemitteilung der KJM vom 19. Juli 2010

http://kjimonline.de/de/pub/aktuelles/pressemitteilungen%202010/pm 142010.cfmD
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KIM press release, 19 July 2010
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