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On 16 November 2006, the Portuguese Council of Ministers approved a Draft
Television Bill. The Bill was open for public consultation until 15 December 2006
and aims at replacing both Act nº32/2003 of 22 August 2003 and Decree-Law
nº237/98 of 5 August 1998.

With this Draft the Government intends to detail the legal criteria for the granting
and renewal of TV licenses, to adapt the legislation to technological changes
(namely the introduction of Digital Terrestrial TV), to abolish the existing
differences between the public service obligations imposed on state-owned
channels (thus re-incorporating Channel 2), and to redefine public service
financing.

Within this new framework the Entidade Reguladora para a Comunicação Social
(Media Regulatory Entity) will have increased supervisory powers over the
activities of already licensed TV operators.

The Portuguese Council of Ministers has also approved a Bill to finalise the merger
process of the Radio and Television public service broadcasters. This Bill, to be
submitted to Parliament, concludes the revision process of the state-owned
audiovisual sector’s legal framework.

Comunicado do Conselho de Ministros de 16 de Novembro de 2006

http://www.portugal.gov.pt/Portal/PT/Governos/Governos_Constitucionais/GC17/Con
selho_de_Ministros/Comunicados_e_Conferencias_de_Imprensa/20061116.htm

Council of Ministers, press release of 16 November 2006

Anteprojecto de proposta de Lei de Televisão

http://www.portugal.gov.pt/NR/rdonlyres/9371998A-6B8D-4171-A38B-
41C26846BCAA/0/Anteprojecto_Prop_Lei_Televisao.pdf
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Proposta de Lei que aprova a Lei que procede à reestruturação da
concessionária do serviço público de rádio e de televisão

http://www.portugal.gov.pt/NR/rdonlyres/DC1B6A1F-815C-4625-9AAF-
B8C76CBA3453/0/Prop_Lei_RTP.pdf

Bill approving the RTP Restructuring Act
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