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The Spanish Intersectoral Commission against offences of intellectual property
rights, which was called into life last October by Royal Decree1228/2005 (see IRIS
2005-10: 12),was definitively set upon 23 November. The ceremony marking its
constitution took place at the National Library and was presided by the Spanish
Minister of Culture.

The creation of this Commission is one of the measures announced by the
Spanish Government's Integral Plan against Piracy (see IRIS 2005-6: 12), and its
objective, among others, is theoperational coordination between the Public
Administrations and the different organizations defending intellectual property
rights.

The Commission is composed by the following 38 members:

- Representatives of the 11 ministries participating in the Plan;

- 3 representatives of the Autonomous Communities Governments;

- 1 municipal representative of the city of Madrid;

- 1 municipal representative of the city of Barcelona;

- 1 representative of the Spanish federation of provinces and municipal entities;

- 1 representative of the Board of consumers;

- 8 representatives of collecting societies;

- 5 representatives of the communications and information technology industries;

- 2 representatives of intellectual property associations;

- 1 corporate representative.

The Plenary Assembly of the Commission shall take place once a year and the
Permanent Commission shall have at least three meetings per year. The President
of the Plenary Assembly is the Minister of Justice Carmen Calvo and the Secretary
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is Pedro Colmenares, Deputy General Manager of Intellectual Property.

Since the approval of the Plan, the Government has already carried out some of
the scheduled actions, such as the signatureof an agreementby the Ministry of
Culture with theSpanish federation of provinces and municipal entities (FEMP)
concerning the respect of intellectual property rights. The Ministry will finance
part of the Intellectual Property Information Service for all the municipalities.

The objective of this Information Service is to establish a permanent instrument of
information and communication with the municipalities. In addition, training
programmes for the employees of the administration will be set up.

Constituida la Comision Intersectorial para actuar contra las actividades
vulneradoras de la propiedad intellectual, comunicado de prensa de 23
de Noviembre de 2005

http://www.mcu.es/gabipren/notas/2005/noviembre/cul_23_comision_propint.pdf

Intersectoral Commission against intellectual property offences constituted, press
release of 23 November 2005

El Ministerio de Cultura y la FEMP firman un acuerdo para la lucha contra
la piratería, comunicado de prensa de 8 Noviembre de 2005

http://www.mcu.es/gabipren/notas/2005/noviembre/cul_08_pirateria.pdf

The ministry of culture and the FEMP sign an agreement to combat piracy, press
release of 8 November 2005
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