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On 8 July 2005 the High Court ruled that music companies could sue seventeen
people they believe are illegally uploading thousands of music tracks onto file-
sharing networks. This is the first such decision in Ireland. The judge presiding
over the new Commercial Court ordered two telephone companies, Eircom and BT
Communications Ireland Ltd, to disclose to four record companies the names,
addresses and telephone numbers of the seventeen who are subscribers to their
services. The record companies gave an undertaking that the information would
be used only for the purpose of seeking redress for alleged infringement of
copyright. While the telephone companies had obligations to their subscribers
under the Data Protection Act, a court order could override those obligations.
Some of the seventeen have since settled with the Irish Recorded Music
Association (IRMA).

EMI Records (Ireland) Ltd & Ors v Eircom and Anor, Kelly, J., Commercial
Court, 8 July 2005, [2005] IEHC 233

http://www.bailii.org/ie/cases/IEHC/2005/233.html
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