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The European Commission has sent a reasoned opinion to Ireland (under Article
228 of the EC Treaty) requesting it to comply with the judgment of the European
Court of Justice of 19 March 2002, regarding its failure to ratify the Berne
Convention for the Protection of Literary and Artistic Works (Paris Act 1971).

EU and EEA Member States undertook to adhere to the Paris Act by January 1995.
Ireland, however, failed to do so and the Commission opened infringement
proceedings against it. The matter was referred to the European Court of Justice,
which ruled that by failing to adhere to the Paris Act by the prescribed date,
Ireland had failed to fulfil its obligations under the EC Treaty. As Ireland has still
not ratified the Paris Act, the Commission is requesting it to do so in order to
comply with the Court's judgment, failing which the Commission could ask the
Court to impose a fine.

"Internal Market: Commission moves against 13 Member States for
failure to implement EU legislation", Press Release of the European
Commission IP/03/1005 of 14 July 2003

http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/03/1005&format=HTM
L&aged=1&language=EN&guiLanguage=en

Case C-13/00, Commission v. Ireland, Judgment of the European Court of
Justice of 19 March 2002

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:62000CJ0013:EN:PDF
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