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On 8 March, the "Decision on the approval of methodologies for the application of
Act No. 544/2001 on free access to information of public interest" was published.

Under the provisions of this Act, which was only passed last year, public
institutions must communicate information of public interest to the press within
24 hours. Accreditations must be issued within 48 hours of applications being
submitted. Ministries and local public administrative bodies are obliged to set up
their own press offices. Premises must be set aside for this purpose within 30
days of the rules being published. The necessary staff must be recruited and
trained within 60 days. The Ministry of Public Information will create ten regional
offices, which will offer advice on the establishment of local structures and
monitor how the Act is enforced. By the end of the year, evaluation reports will be
drawn up and, where necessary, current rules will be improved.

Hotarâre pentru aprobarea Normelor metodologice de aplicare a Legii
nr. 544/2001 privind liberul acces la informatiile de interes public,
Monitorul Oficial al României, Anul , XIV Nr. 167, 8 March 2002
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