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On 14 March 2002 the new Saarländische Mediengesetz (Saarland Media Act)
entered into force. This Act contains regulations on the press, the organisation
and distribution of broadcasting and media services, the allocation of transmission
frequencies and the implementation of trials with new broadcasting techniques
and media services (for details on the regulations, see IRIS 2001-6: 4).

This Act replaces the Landesrundfunkgesetz (Saarland Broadcasting Act - LRG)
and the Saarländische Pressegesetz (Saarland Press Act - SPresseG).

The new Act does not affect the Staatsvertrag über den Rundfunk im vereinten
Deutschland (Inter-State Agreement on broadcasting in the unified Germany), the
Staatsvertrag über die Körperschaft des öffentlichen Rechts „Deutschlandradio"
(Inter-State Agreement on the public law corporation "Deutschlandradio"), the
Rundfunkfinanzierungsstaatsvertrag (Inter-State Agreement on the financing of
broadcasting) or the Mediendienste-Staatsvertrag (Inter-State Agreement on
media services).

Existing licences held by private broadcasters and transmission capacity
allocations will remain in force.

Saarländisches Mediengesetz (SMG) vom 27. Februar 2002,
veröffentlicht im Amtsblatt des Saarlandes Nr. 12 vom 13. März 2002, S.
498

Saarland Media Act, 27 February 2002, Saarland Official Gazette No. 12 of 13
March 2002, p. 498
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