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The Independent Television Commission, which regulates private broadcasting in
the UK, has determined that the Channel 3 (ITV) companies have not complied
with conditions set when it allowed them to move its main news bulletin from 10
p.m. to 11 p.m. in late 1998. The companies wished to do this to permit them to
show uninterrupted films and other programmes after the 9 p.m. "watershed"
when more adult programming is allowed to be shown. As a result the
Commission has issued an order requiring the Channel 3 companies to reschedule
the news "to an earlier time when it is more accessible to viewers."

According to the Commission, the new bulletins at 6.30 p.m. and 11 p.m. had
maintained high quality. However, the total audience for the bulletins had fallen
by 13.9% and there had been a decline of over 16% in the audience for regional
news. A Committee of the House of Commons had recommended that the
Channel 3 companies be required to re-introduce the 10 p.m. bulletin as a central
element of its commitment to public service broadcasting.

The companies are now challenging the order in the courts by judicial review.
However, further complexity has been caused by the decision of the BBC (after
the Commission's decision) to re-schedule its own main bulletin from 9 p.m. to 10
p.m..
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