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The case concerned the publication in the "Sun" newspaper of still photographs
(of the late Princess of Wales and Dodi Fayed) from film taken by a video security
camera. The court held that the use made of the stills by the paper fell within the
scope of "reporting current events", in relation to an event which was in the public
interest. It further commented that there is a general public interest defence to
copyright infringement in principle. However, it is not of wide scope (something
like "just cause or excuse") and a genuine public interest in the information
disseminated has to be demonstrated.

Hyde Park Residence Ltd v (1) David Yelland (2) News Group Newspapers
Ltd (3) News International Ltd (4) Reuben Murrell; Chancery Division,
16/3/99, The Times Law Reports 24 March 1999.
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