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On 1 January 1995, Part One of the new Russian Civil Code became effective.
Article 152 codifies existing practice in regards to the right of plaintiffs to seek
nonmaterial damages ("moral damages") for violations of honor and dignity
("defamation"). The Post-Soviet Media Law and Policy Newsletter reports on the
basis of statistics published by the Ministry of Justice of the Russian Federation,
that the number of civil defamation actions increased by 26% in the first half of
1994, over the year before. Article 150 (1) recognizes the "inviolability of private
life", "personal and family privacy" as well as "other personal nonproperty rights
and other nonmaterial benefits". This may have implications for media outlets
when they are accused of invasion of privacy by the publication of facts on a
person's private sphere, since the truth of the statement is not a defense.

Post-Soviet Media Law and Policy Newsletter, Issue 16, 17 March 1995,
p. 12.

© European Audiovisual Observatory (Council of Europe) 2026

Page 1



& IRIS Merlin

© European Audiovisual Observatory (Council of Europe) 2026

Page 2



